National Transportation Safety Board - Aircraft Accident/Incident Database

Accident Rpt# CEN11LA601  08/29/2011 930 CDT  Regis# N73712 Windom, MN Apt: Windom Municipal Airport KMWM
Acft Mk/MdI VAN'S AIRCRAFT, INC. RV-12 Acft SN 120034 Acft Dmg: SUBSTANTIAL Rpt Status: Unk Prob Caus: Pending
Eng Mk/MdI ROTAX 912 ULS Acft TT 101 Fatal 0 Serinj 0  Flt Conducted Under: FAR 091
Opr Name: MARLYN D. BARTSCH Opr dba: Aircraft Fire: NONE
AW Cert: SPX
Narrative

On August 29, 2011, at 0930 central daylight time, a Van's Aircraft RV-12 experimental light-sport airplane, N73712, was substantially damaged when it collided
with the runway shortly after takeoff from Windom Municipal Airport (KMWM), Windom, Minnesota. The pilot sustained minor injuries. The airplane was registered
to and operated by the private pilot under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91. Day visual meteorological conditions prevailed for the flight,
which was operated without a flight plan. The local flight was originating at the time of the accident.

The pilot reported that he inadvertently did not secure the canopy latch after entering the cabin. After liftoff he noticed air entering the cockpit from the unsecured
canopy. He stated that he was distracted with securing the canopy as the airplane inadvertently descended toward the runway. The airplane collided with the
runway as he attempted to reestablish a level flight attitude. The airplane subsequently slid off the right side of the runway into a soybean field. The fuselage,
wings, firewall, and empennage sustained substantial damage during the ground collision. The pilot reported that there were no preimpact mechanical
malfunctions or failures that would have precluded the normal operation of the airplane. Additionally, he stated that the accident could have been prevented had
he focused on flying the airplane instead of attempting to secure the unlatched canopy.
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Accident Rpt# CEN11LA618  09/02/2011 928 CDT  Regis# N100VY Marion, IL Apt: Williamson County Regional KMWA
Acft Mk/Mdl VICARI WAIEX Acft SN W0100 Acft Dmg: SUBSTANTIAL Rpt Status: Unk Prob Caus: Pending
Eng Mk/Mdl JABIRU 3300-A Acft TT 5 Fatal 0 Serinj 0  Flt Conducted Under: FAR 091
Opr Name: VICTOR V. VICARI Opr dba: Aircraft Fire: NONE
AW Cert: SPE
Narrative

On September 2, 2011, at 0928 central daylight time, an experimental amateur-built Vicari model Waiex airplane, N100VY, was substantially damaged during a
precautionary landing shortly after takeoff from Williamson County Regional Airport (KMWA), Marion, lllinois. The pilot was not injured. The airplane was
registered to and operated by the private pilot under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91. Day visual meteorological conditions prevailed for
the flight, which was operated without a flight plan. The local flight was originating at the time of the accident.

The accident airplane was issued an airworthiness certificate on June 20, 2011, by a designated airworthiness representative, and had completed 5 hours of the
required 40 hours of flight testing stipulated by its operating limitations. The pilot reported that there were no anomalies with the engine operation during a
before-takeoff engine check or when he applied power for takeoff. He stated that shortly after liftoff he perceived that the engine was not producing maximum
takeoff power and that the engine tachometer was indicating several hundred rpm lower than expected. Since there was insufficient runway remaining to land
safely, he elected to land on the airport's crossing runway. The left wingtip collided with terrain as he maneuvered the airplane toward the crossing runway. The
airplane subsequently came to rest in a grassy area alongside the intended runway. The pilot was able to taxi the airplane back to the ramp after the accident. A
postaccident examination revealed substantial damage to the outboard section of the left main wing spar and the left wingtip closeout-rib.

The engine, a Jahiru model 3300-A, serial number 33A-1806, had accumulated 8 hours since being manufactured on June 15, 2008. Mechanical continuity was
confirmed from the cockpit engine controls to their respective engine components during a postaccident examination. Additionally, the accident engine
demonstrated the ability to produce rated horsepower during a postaccident operational test run.

At 0932, the airport's automated surface observing system reported the following weather conditions: wind 190 degrees at 6 knots; visibility 15 miles; sky clear;
temperature 31 degrees Celsius; dew point 18 degrees Celsius; altimeter setting 30.05 inches of mercury.

The carburetor icing probability chart included in Federal Aviation Administration Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin No. CE-09-35, Carburetor Icing
Prevention, indicated that there was a potential for serious carburetor icing while operating at glide power. However, the postaccident investigation was unable to
conclusively determine if carburetor icing had contributed to the partial loss of engine power.
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